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Comparison of episodic and semantic memory (Tulving, 1972) 
 

Criterion Semantic memory Episodic memory Similar/different? 

Type of material stored  Memory for experiences and events.  

Time referencing    

Location referencing Stored memories are not linked to the place where 
they were encoded. 

  

Retrieval    

Forgetting    

Purpose/function  To allow people to use information acquired in the 
past to deal with the present. 
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