
Ethical issues mix and match 
Based on Cardwell and Flanagan (2004) Psychology A2: The Complete Companion and material by Aidan 
Sammons. 
 
Learn the language of psychology and use it in your answers. 
 

active deception there is deliberate misleading of a participant 

confidentiality the practice itself is what determines the ethics of a research 
method 

deontological practice the correctness of an action depends upon the intended 
consequences 

equitable treatment the correctness and ethics of a method depends upon the 
consequences for society as a whole 

ethical issue samples may not be representative because certain groups 
were not tested: typically, the disabled, old, minority cultures 

informed consent researchers may withhold important information 

marginalised groups researchers may be given access to private information that 
respondents would not want broadcast to a wider audience 

misuse of findings participants participate in the light of the potential risk to 
themselves 

passive deception participants may remove themselves and their data from the 
study 

right to withdraw findings may be used to support unethical, politically sensitive 
and discriminatory practice 

teleological practice all participants should be treated equally 

utilitarian practice a dilemma that a psychologist may face when designing a 
research project 
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Answers 
 

ethical issue a dilemma that a psychologist may face when designing a 
research project 

informed consent participants participate in the light of the potential risk to 
themselves 

right to withdraw participants may remove themselves and their data from the 
study 

active deception there is deliberate misleading of a participant 

passive deception researchers may withhold important information 

marginalised groups samples may not be representative because certain groups 
were not tested: typically, the disabled, old, minority cultures 

confidentiality researchers may be given access to private information that 
respondents would not want broadcast to a wider audience 

equitable treatment all participants should be treated equally 

misuse of findings findings may be used to support unethical, politically sensitive 
and discriminatory practice 

teleological practice the correctness of an action depends upon the intended 
consequences 

deontological practice the practice itself is what determines the ethics of a research 
method 

utilitarian practice the correctness and ethics of a method depends upon the 
consequences for society as a whole 
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