King Edward VI Handsworth School		Psychology Department
	Topic & specification ref: Science and methods 1 – what is a science?


	Lesson aim: Invite students to consider how science different from other ways of knowing & link main ideas of science to psychology.

	Material to be learned: 

	Concepts
	Facts
	Skills
	Metacognitive

	Epistemology
Ways of knowing

	Scientific research cycle
	Application of concepts to own knowledge
Analysis of psychological research
	Reflection on basis of own knowledge and understanding

	Assessment strategies
	Details as appropriate

	Question and answer
	Throughout.  Assertive.  AfL.  Scaffolding.

	Self assessment
	Own knowledge of key terms

	Peer assessment
	

	Individual learner review
	

	Group presentation
	

	Observation of skill
	

	Assignment/homework
	

	Summative test
	

	Teaching and learning techniques (tick as applicable):

	Whole class teaching
	
	Presentations
	

	Coaching and instruction
	
	Discussion
	

	Working in small groups
	
	Practical exercises
	

	Individual project work
	
	Practical demonstrations
	

	Role-playing exercises
	
	Copying notes
	

	Case study
	
	Comprehension questions
	

	Inclusion:

	SEN
	

	G&T
	

	Other
	

	Health & safety: see departmental risk assessment


	Lesson sequence:

	Timing:
	Content:

	0-10
	Distribute PSYB4 spec.  Presentation: this term.  Invite questions.  

	10-20
	Orientation question: how do we know things?  Allow discussion, invite suggestions.  Note on board.  Point out that there are different ways of knowing.  Introduce session aims.

	20-35
	Presentation: different ways of knowing.  Question: to what extent does science employ each of these different ways of knowing.  Take suggestions.  NB. Science can include all one way or another, so allow students to argue for legitimacy.  Question – of the four, which is most important?  Presentation: reason and experience.  Stress that intuition, authority have a role to play but must take back seat to R&E

	35-40
	Presentation: key specification terms.  Question: how many do you know/not know?  How many could you define exactly.  Homework: ensure have a formal definition for each.  

	40-50
	Presentation: theory, hypothesis, the research cycle.  Activity: think of an example of the research cycle from a topic we have studied.  Discuss suggestions, showing how different areas follow the same pattern.  

	50-60
	Review question: how far do you agree that psychology is a science?  Allow discussion and take views.  

	Resources:

PSYB4 specification
Science 1 slides




